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Plaintiff falsely accused and prosecuted
for crime he did not commit

- CrviL RIGHTS
False Arrest/Illegal Search

CENTRAL DISTRICT FEDERAYL COURT

Rarnirez v. Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Departrnent,
No, CVO6102GAE(ID), Los Angelas. Gary A. Feess.
Jury trial: 3 weeks, Verdict/judgment: 2/14/2006.

. VERDICT/JUDGMENT: 318,000,000

The issues of punitive damages and attorney fees wers post-
| poned while the parties negotlared a global settlement in
the amount of §9,300,000 ta be paid In thraa installments,
two in 2006 and one in 2007. Vote: Not reported.
Deliberations: 2.5 hours.

TRIAL COUNSEL

Plalntitt: Michael Artan, Law Offices of Michael Artan,
Los Angeles, Michael Sobel, Law QOffices of Michael Sobal,
Beverly Hills, Michae] J. Oleckl, Grodsky & Olecki,

Santa Monica.

Defendant: Donald R. Beek, Manning & Marder, Kass,
Elliot, Ramirez, Los Angeles. Patrick L. Hurley, Manning &
Marder, Kass, Elliot, Ramirez, Los Angeles.

FACTS/CONTENTIONS

Ac¢cording to plaintiff: Plaintiff Raul Ramirez, a 29-
year-ald schoolteacher, wasarrested for kidnapping
with the Intenr wo force oral copulation, assault, and
other felonies. Plaintiff alleged that defendant Detective
Frank Bravo manipulated the eyewitness idenvification
of plainUff by the victim and included falsz and misleads
ing infarmatlan in his affidavit (0 obtain a search
wargrant. Detactive Bravo further withheld exculpatory
evidence from the deputy distelet arrorney responsible
for determining if the case against plaintl{f should be

charged.



As a result of the mlsconduct of Detective Bravo, plaintiff
was incarcerated for 10 months and 10 days, during which
he was subjected to constant threats and was spit upon and
urlnated on by other prisoners because of the nature of the
charges brought against him,

CLAIMED INJURIES

According to plaintiff: Post-traumatic stress disorder diag-
nosed by Richard Romanoff, Ph.D., forensic psychologist,
and confirmed by Walter Greenberg, Ph.D., plamtiff’s treat-
Ing psychologist.

CLAIMED DAMAGES

According to plaintiff: Medical damages; $380,000 dam.
ages related to plaintiff’s successful criminal defense and
loss of earnings and pension from his fob with the Los
Angeles Unifled School District, which was terminated
shortly after his arrest.

SETTLEMENT D18CUSSIONS

According to plaintiff: The defanse offered 5250,000 in
settlement after a medlarlon with the Hon, Erlc Younger
(Ret.), No speclfic amount wag ever ldentifieqd by plainciff as
a demand for settlement.

TriaL EXPERTS

Plaintiff: Roget Clark, police procedures consultant, Santee
(208) 351-2458. Walter Greenberg, Ph.D., clinical psycholo-
gist, West Los Angeles (310) 824-2087. Richard Romanoff,
Ph.D,, forensie psychologist, Los Angeles (310) 443-1570,
Robert Wunderlich, Ph.D., econoralst, Discovery
Economics, Los Angeles (213) 617.6153. Kathy Kellermann,
Ph.D., jury and trial consultant, Trial Behavior Consulting,
Los Angeles (310) 826-2008, Steven Clark, Ph.D., eyewitness
identlflcation expert, Riverside. Lynda Larsen, private
investigator, Larsen AVR [nvestigations, Los Angeles (213)
533-8440, Al liseuccla, private investigator, Larsen AVR
[nvestigations, Los Angeles (213) 533-8440.

Defendant; Jared L. Zwickay, police procedures consultant,
College of San Mateo, $an Mateo (209) 954-5151,

COMMENTS

According to plaintiff: Contributing to plalntiff’s emotion.
al injuries wag the fact that, when arrested, he had just re-
cently returned from his honcymoen, having been married
approximately 20 days before his arrest.

No jury interviews were conducted after the verdict be-
cause of the uncerlainty if the case would be sattled, As
of this date, no jury Interviews have been conducted, but
it Is apticipated 1hat they will occur at some time in the
future.

Michael Sobel provided rhe information for this

repoOIt.

Editor's nate: A report on this ¢ase, based on information

provided by plaintif{’s counsel Michael ], Olecki, was pub-
lished In volume 9, jssue 12 of Trials Digest (12 TD 9th 2).



