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CHARGED WITH KIDNAPPING AND ASSAULTING A TEENAGE GIRL,
Compton middle school teacher Raul Ramirez faced the
possibility of life in prison. Artan and Sobel successtully
defended Ramirez against criminal charges belore a state
court jury, winning a rare finding from a judge that
was “factually innocent.”

Artan, Olecki, and Sobel then took the matter to fed-

eral court in Los Angeles, arguing that Ramirezs civil




rights had been violated. None of them had ever worked
on a civil rights case before, let alone tried one. But
the trio of attorneys was outraged at the way the Los
Angeles County Sheriffs Department had conducted
the investigation, withholding exonerating evidence and
keeping the newly wed Ramirez in custody for ten
months. As a result of the charges, Ramirez also lost his
job as a special-education teacher.

In February 2006 a federal jury r(;Lumed a verdict
of $18 million in compensatory damages against the
county of Los Angeles and the sheriff’s department. And
Ramirez eventually got his job back. Prior to the puni-
tive phase of the trial, the case settled for $9 million.








